1 Corinthians 14:1-25

Today should be a fun Super bowl Sunday at church. We are going to talk about tongues and prophecy in chapter 14.
Interestingly, tongues and prophecy were misunderstood and widely abused at the church in Corinth. You had people
disrupting the service, causing other people to get irritated, and in general, many left the services and wished they would have
never came. It's kind of ironic, isn't it? Over two thousand years later, and we still have the same problems with tongues and
prophecy. My first introduction to tongues happened when | was saved. | was saved in the middle of a long distance race
known as the Sound to Narrows in Tacoma Washington. After the race, | thought | was supposed to visit a church and go
forward in an alter call to make my conversion official. At the time, | had no idea there was such a thing known as a
Charismatic church. | thought they were all the same because they all had steeples. After the alter call, they took me in a back
room and read me a verse and said, okay now we want you to speak in tongues. Confused, | curiously asked if they would
demonstrate that for me. So he did and it was weird. | thought he was speaking Klingon or something. | tried to fake it at first
and then confessed | couldn't do it. | never came back! | thought God rejected me!

Needless to say, tongues were something that was brought to the forefront of my attention as a New Christian. | also spent
seven years going to a moderately charismatic church that advocated speaking in tongues for everyone. | did not just attend
the church, but | was serving as a leader there. What | came to discover was that many people, like me, in that church did not
even speak in tongues. The pastors taught that all have access to this “heavenly language” but it caused frustration because
the majority did not. | imagine this reality served as a source of frustration to leadership of that church; but it did not seem odd
to me. Paul plainly implies in 1 Corinthians 12:30 that not all speak in tongues. The problem in Corinth was that all wanted to
speak in tongues—even Paul wanted them too (14:5); but in the end, they all could not!

I have also gone to some meetings where | observed someone prophesying. It was very interesting to me because | had
never seen a so-called prophet. As he prophesied he asked if anyone wanted to be prophesied over. | eagerly volunteered
because | wanted to see what this prophet would say. He took his hand, placed it on my head and told me I was going to be a
man on fire for the Lord. Well, that sounded good to me so | sat down and felt kind of proud. | was going to be a man of fire for
God! It wasn't until years later that it hit me; hey that was kind of a safe prophecy. Well | am serving as a pastor and | do have
a passion for God and for teaching others about God. Maybe the prophecy was legit; maybe it was safe. Who really knows? In
reality the whole issue of tongues and prophecy has caused quite a bit of confusion and division. | am not going to solve the
problem of tongues and prophecy today. But | am going to give you my take. I've spent a lot of time praying to God about this;
reading; and seeking the opinions of both Charismatics and those who believe the revelatory gifts such as tongues, prophecy,
and knowledge, have ceased. Anyway, here’s my take. Let's begin by reading the first verse.
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Okay—last week we mentioned prophesying, speaking in tongues, and having a word of knowledge did not cease and they
also mean absolutely nothing if it is not accompanied with love. Without love, these supernatural gifts are like clanging
cymbals. So we are to pursue love and earnestly desire spiritual gifts. This desire should not be so others will think more
highly of you; it should be a desire that wants to see Jesus glorified. The gift that Paul is especially recommending is the gift of
prophecy. If there was a pecking order in the church this would top the Billboard charts. Paul wants us to desire the gift of
prophecy because it builds up the church; while tongues is more geared toward self-edification. The problem as we mentioned



was during the worship service, many people were speaking in tongues and causing the service to be chaotic. In chapter 14
Pail will lay out important guidelines for both prophesying and speaking in tongues.

Now that leads to an important question. How are we to understand the gifts of prophecy and tongues? Fasten your seat belt;
here we go! We will begin with the gift of prophecy.

The Gift of Prophecy

a. Biblical Prophecy serves two Functions: Forth telling and Foretelling.

is similar to preaching, but not completely. The reformers understood preaching as NT prophesying. They would
go so far as to say that a prepared sermon that is delivered is a biblical example of prophecy. | think there is some truth to that
claim but you have to be cautious not to blur biblical teaching and prophesying together because there is a distinction. In
general, biblical teaching is prepared through study; whereas, biblical prophecy is more spontaneous and Spirit directed for a
specific context. For example, a preacher may prepare and deliver a sermon; but in the middle may feel led of God to proclaim
a certain truth that may or may not relate to his prepared sermon. In that sense, he is proclaiming or preaching something that
the Spirit of God has put on his heart for the church. Forth telling is not always a glamorous job because it can involve
confronting people, calling out sin, idolatry, or judgment (not just the words of encouragement or positive affirmations) that
God has laid on the prophet’s heart to expose, which is why it is lumped with preaching. In the Scriptures, the ministry of a
prophet consisted of more forth telling than it did of foretelling a future event. In general, forth telling is best understood as
someone proclaiming a truth of God directly guided by His Spirit with the hope of eliciting a response to help make the church
stronger.

: On the other hand, foretelling is used in a predictive sense. It occurs approximately 25% of the time in the
prophets. God reveals something that will happen to a group or individual in the future. This often happened when the OT
prophets spoke of future judgment like poverty or impending exile. In addition, future oriented prophecy also included positive
elements like the restoration of God's people from oppression or the heavenly kingdom that awaits His committed followers.
For example, the book of Revelation is a prophetic vision of the end times. Therefore, when it comes to prophecy it is best
understood in the two categories of forth telling and foretelling. Okay here is a common error when it comes to prophecy.

b. Common Error: Confusing the Gift of Prophecy with the Office of Prophecy.

In the OT God called men like Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel to write down Scripture and serve as His spokesmen for the
nation of Israel. In other words, that was their job. Furthermore this wasn't a glamorous job. God would tell you something like
okay, here’s what | want you to do: Go tell them to quit committing idolatry, exploiting the poor, offering meaningless
sacrifices, and all the other despicable things they are doing and then come back and I will tell you some more things to say.
My response would be, “God can | get another job? | think I'd rather play in the band!” It is not an easy thing to tell people they
suck and need to turn back to God. The OT Prophets had a tough gig because they were either stoned for being a false
prophet or else they were killed by the people because they were true prophets. You couldn’t win. Another thing that
separated the office from the gift of a prophet was their emphasis on the coming Messiah.

For example, the OT prophets said things like, the Messiah will be from the tribe of Judah (Gen. 49:8), he will come from the
line of David (Is. 11:10), he will be born of a virgin (Is. 7:14), he will be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2), he will be sold for thirty
pieces of silver (Zech. 11:11-12, he will perform healings and wonders and signs (Is. 29:18), and he will be pierced for our
iniquity and raised from the dead (Is. 53:5, 10). That is absolutely astounding and is one reason for the distinction of the
capital P-prophets (office) and the small p-prophets (gift). Now after Jesus; the capital A-apostles (office) established the
churches; developed the doctrine, established church leaders, and set up the structure of the church. That's what Paul means
when he tells the Gentiles in the church at Ephesus, “Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow
citizens with God's people and members of God's household,20 built on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone (Ephesians 2:19-20)". In general, the offices of the
Prophet and Apostle were responsible to predict the coming Messiah and to establish the church. Today we have



small p- prophets in the church with the gift of prophecy; and as a side note, we also have those with the gift of an
apostle (small A) to establish churches for Jesus cross-culturally (i.e. church planters and missionaries).

This is really important because there have been people who have claimed they are prophets of God in the same manner as
the Old Testament prophets. They claim to speak for God and that their prophecy is on par with the Bible or should be
understood as additional inspiration. In other words, there are some who insist on adding to what we have in the Bible. If
anyone adds to God's revelation in Scripture they are not real prophets; they are false prophets. Extreme examples include
Mohammed and Joseph Smith who acknowledge Jesus—but change the biblical description of his identity. Today we have
some false prophets on a lesser scale. Here are a couple of unnamed characters | thought were funny.

One man claimed he was transported to heaven when he was an eight-year-old kid and hung out with Jesus for the day. On
one occasion he came across what he described as a giant warehouse. When Jesus took him inside he noticed there were all
kinds of body parts like legs, arms, eyeballs, you name it. When he questioned Jesus; the Lord responded by saying these are
blessings that have not been claimed because of a lack of faith. There are people out there without limbs and eyes and we
have what they are missing in this storehouse. As this prophet relayed his vision he promptly told his church they needed to
have more faith if they wanted to be healed.

Another example is when a well-known Charismaniac was reading the story of the rich young ruler. You know the one where
Jesus tells the rich man to sell his possessions so he could have real treasures in heaven? Well, this man told his audience
that he had a revelation from God about that passage. Apparently, the Lord told him that the heavenly treasures were really
treasures on earth. Had this rich man sold his treasures he would have had more treasures. But he lacked faith. Think about
that for a second. Here is a man who claims to have had a revelation from God and then changed the obvious meaning of the
text. This man did not need more riches on earth; he was rich! “Hello McFly is anyone Home! “ He is a false prophet.

Today, there are a lot of self-proclaimed prophets predicting things like the end of the world. Unfortunately, most of these
prove to be untrue. According to the Old Testament this would make them false prophets because they weren't one hundred
percent accurate, which meant they would have to die of stoning. They didn't play around with false prophets. Wouldn't it be
nice to still have that law in the church today? You definitely would have far less self-proclaimed prophets.

In 1 Corinthians Paul is talking about small p. He is talking about those with the gift of prophecy within the parameters of the
New Testament Church. Their purpose is to build up the church; not start a new religion or add to the teaching we have in the
Bible. The Bible is closed in the sense that there is no more need for future revelation. We already know who the Messiah is
and what will happen at the end of the times. The small p prophets are meant to work within those biblical parameters.

3 Expressions of Tongues

Okay, now let's move to another controversial gift known as the gift of tongues. In general Scripture reveals three ways this
gift is manifested.
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Paul specifically states that he prays in a tongue. | don’t know how much clearer that could be. In this sense, tongues can be
understood in one aspect as a prayer language. In addition, Paul states this is not expressed in a corporate setting, but rather
in your private devotional life. | remember a time, my roommate in Tacoma, who just happened to be the best man in my
wedding, thought | was at work. | listened in my room behind closed doors and | heard him speaking in tongues. | just about
freaked out because he had never spoken in tongues like that in front of me. That is when | knew, there was really something
to this heavenly language. He wasn't faking it like | almost did. He was receiving personal edification.
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This first happened at Pentecost in Acts chapter 2. You had Jewish men from different cities and different countries throughout
the Roman Empire that spoke different languages, like Latin, Arabic, and so forth. They were amazed at the disciples of Jesus
because each one heard these uneducated men, praising God in their native tongues. Today, you have missionaries that
report that the Holy Spirit enabled them to reach a foreigner to Christ by helping them speak a different language they did not
previously know.
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In short, tongues become a revelatory language when there is an interpreter. An interpreter then translates this heavenly
language for the benefit of the congregation. The purpose is for the church to be edified by this Divine revelation. What was
happening in Corinth was that there were people speaking in tongues in a corporate setting without an interpreter. That was a
no-no because it caused commotion and unnecessary anxiety in the church.
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Obviously not true in light of the tongue speaking Corinthians

( -* " See 1 Corinthians. 12:30)
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(Tongues will cease, but only after the “perfect comes.” A Reference to second coming of Jesus).
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(While this may happen; the majority of the time it does not!. Baptism of the Holy Spirit is the sign of
someone being born again (John 3:3-5).

In a nutshell, when it comes to prophecy and tongues, they are legitimate gifts in the church today and Paul wishes each were
manifested by the Christian. However, if one desires to build and edify the church—they should desire prophecy. Prophecy is
communicated in words that a person can understand; tongues are not. Prophecy builds up the church body; tongues edify
the self. Paul is appealing to the church to consider how you come across to others. Think of the church first; then think of
yourself. Itis a familiar message he has been hammering in a church that had knowledge; but lacked love. Okay let's move on
to the next verses.
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Here Paul uses two analogies, instruments and foreign languages. His point is quite simple. If you don't know how to play an
instrument how will I be able to tell you what song you're playing? Musicians who don't know how to play recognizable notes
simply won't benefit those listening. | know this is true of singing. On several occasions | have tried to sing my wife a song that
I am sure she knows. Unfortunately, she looks at me as if with her brows raised in pain and says, “I don't know the song.” |
respond by saying, “Yes you do” think about it. It goes like this.” By this time my wife practically begs me not to attempt to sing



it again. She politely looks at me and says, “I would probably know it if | heard it sung by the musician.” | respond, “What do
you need a musician for, | am signing it exactly as it sounds.” Finally, just to put my singing ability to rest she simply says, ‘I
must not know it.” Here's what Machele is thinking. “If you knew how to sing and carry a note | would be able to tell you if |
knew the song.”

The other analogy is that of foreign languages. If | can't speak a foreign language what a foreigner tells me will make no
sense. | remember one time in Germany; my grandmother woke me up at five in the morning to feed me some fish sticks.
However, with her accent she said frusch schtick. | told her no thank you. But she wouldn’t leave my room; she kept asking
me to have some frusch schticks. Finally, | called my mom in and told her | appreciate my grand mother’s customs but | don’t
eat fish sticks for breakfast at 5am in the morning. It turns out that frusch schtick means breakfast in German. Unfortunately,
because | didn't know the language it her intent made absolutely no sense.

Paul tells those who insist on speaking in tongues in the corporate service that likewise, “You make no sense!” “No one
understands you!” “Dude, you're speaking to the wind.” It is sad how many Charismatics continue to ignore the reality that
speaking in a tongue benefits no one but the speaker. If you want me to benefit from a worship service share with me
teachings or revelations that | can understand so | can be built up and know about Jesus. In the end, if everyone speaks in
tongues it will not benefit anyone but themselves. Okay, let's keep moving, verses 13-19.
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This section is the clearest one that enables us to know that tongues are also understood as a prayer language because Paul
says it is. You cannot be any clearer in this issue. Notice Paul does not forbid praying in tongues, he simply says to make sure
there is balance. He does this by showing there is a time to pray with your spirit and a time to use your mind (outside the
church). Both of these elements are important for the well-balanced Christian. What has happened typically is that people tend
to worship God by only using their intellect or else abandoning the cognitive function all together by worshiping God
exclusively in the Spirit.

One is intellectually based and the other experiential. The intellectual approach tends to focus on knowing God through
information. They study the doctrine, Theological refined vocabulary, they read about early church history, and their services
have little room for spontaneous flexibility. The only downfall is when the worship of God is so imbalanced intellectually that
there is little room for personal emotion and experiencing God in a more experiential way. I've known churches where people
will not raise their hands in worship because it gives the impression that one may be seeking to worship God in an experiential
way. It is okay to raise your hands. It is okay to clap for Jesus. It is okay to dance in the aisles because of your love for Jesus.
This is what | think Paul has in mind when he says it is okay to worship in the Spirit. In his example, speaking in tongues is an
example of both praying and singing in the Spirit. | don’t think being in the Spirit is limited to tongues, but it is an example of
the idea of worshipping God internally. Forgetting about the hardships in life! Asking God to lift you up by revealing Himself to
you firsthand!

On the flipside, there are folks who neglect the cognitive aspect and ignore the Scriptures when it comes to worshipping God.
In a nutshell, their whole perception of Christianity is to have an experience for Jesus. Consequently you have people seeking
to speak in tongues during services, looking to be slain in the Spirit, and using vocabulary that suggests you must quit thinking
and let yourself go so you can really experience God. Many times, these church services can become a circus with people
barking like dogs, shaking their hands like their having a seizure, and speaking in tongues in a way that makes outsiders think
these folks have escaped from the mental ward. This latter view is a depiction of what was happening in Corinth. These folks
were charismatic and they wanted everyone to know. | imagine their church had people praying in tongues at the top of their
voices and people flocking to the front of the atrium where they could share what God had revealed to them. | also imagine



the one sharing the Scripture not being able to bring the message because of the interruptions. So Paul rebukes this
experience-based church and says, | would rather speak five cognitive words that build the church up than ten-thousand
words in a tongue.

Ultimately, a well-balanced Christian will worship God in their Spirit and their mind. The intellectual must allow for personal
experience and be willing to adjust their services if they feel God leading them in another direction to address a situation in
their church. They must not place God in a box and ignorantly proclaim “This is all there is of God; He does not operate like
He did in the past.” In contrast, the charismatic must not place their experiences above what Scripture teaches and they must
be considerate of others, who may feel completely uncomfortable. This brings us to our last section in our passage.
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Paul closes this section by calling the church to be mature in their thinking. Don't think like children who usually just want their
own way; instead consider others first. He has been hammering this theme of people first for much of the book. Two principles
should guide us in this pursuit. “It is not about me it is about God;” and “how can we communicate Jesus effectively to others?
In a nutshell that is the goal of a church service, glorifying God and communicating Jesus. When we lose sight of our
objectives we become selfish and inward focused.

To solidify his thinking, Paul provides an OT example where tongues were viewed in a negative way. In his example, the
Israelites had been conquered by the Assyrians because of their unbelief. The foreign language of the Assyrians in the
promise land indicated God's judgment against the Hebrews. In other words, these “tongues” validated to Israel that they had
been conquered and their land repopulated.

In the same way, tongues are meant to be a sign for unbelievers pertaining to God'’s presence. If done properly they would
help convince an unbeliever or outsider that God was in fact REAL! We will describe in more detail next week what is meant
by proper order in the worship service when it comes to tongues. In general, proper order is when there is someone to
interpret tongues so unbelievers will know what is being said. When this happens it is a sign to them that God is speaking
through the power of the Holy Spirit. When that happens, tongues become revelatory and the whole congregation is blessed
by this experience. It shows God is at work in the lives of His people.

However, if everyone speaks in tongues without an interpreter then guests and non-believers will think the whole church
belongs in an insane asylum. They will equate churchgoers with those who believed that behind the Hale Bop comet was a
spaceship to transport them to another world. They won't come back. Northside, speaking in tongues is a freaky thing when it
comes to unbelievers. | had a conversation with one lady who wasn't a Christian and visited a charismatic church that were
speaking in tongues and slaying people during one of their church services. Alarmed, she stood up and yelled, “Help,
someone call 911!" One of the worshippers tried to comfort her by saying this happens all the time. Unfortunately, this lady
never came back because it freaked her out.

In the end, had someone proclaimed to her a word from the Lord she would have been able to at least understand what was
being claimed. God could have used this opportunity to lead her to repentance. But ultimately, it was a lost opportunity. We
must be conscious of other people in the church service, especially guest's and unbelievers. In the end, the most important
thing is that they know Jesus.



